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Humor and devotwn to students make

By SALLY ELLERTSON
Burleson Star Editor

He makes other teachers won-
der, “Why the heck did he do that?”
but Bryan Bastible said Howard Ritz
is just dedicated.

“He gives out his personal cell
phone number to every student, just
in case they need help or didn’t do
their homework, or if they get them-
selves in a bad situation and they
need a ride home,” Bastible said.

It’s for those reasons, and a
myriad of others, that Howard Ritz
was awarded Secondary Teacher of
the Year by the Burleson Independent School
District and the Making It Happen For Kids
Foundation. The award was presented May 10
at the BISD’s annual banquet.

“I am so thankful that this award was not a
silver trophy that would reflect my own image,
but was created crystal clear so that I could see
through it to all those who make things happen
for kids,” Ritz, the debate teacher and coach and
English 3 teacher at BHS, said. “This indeed is a
great place to join with those who invest in our
nation’s greatest natural resource, our youth.”

Fellow nominees for the award include
Rhonda Best, Susie Freels, Philip Glenn, Debbie
Pellet, Seth Reeves, Lucie Schelbach, Tammy
‘Watts, and Barbara Young from BHS and Dottie
Mehaffey from Crossroads High School.

Brandon Austin nominated Ritz for the
award. e

“He spends more than 25 weekends at de-

| bate tournaments,” Austin said. “This yéar he
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hosted two tournaments at BHS and putting on
debate tournaments is no easy task. He pulled it
off flawlessly. He is Teacher of the Year mate-
rial every year, but this year he is head and shoul-
ders above the rest.”

Austin said Ritz’ students like being in his
class and “16-year-old students don’t like their
parents, their jobs, or really anything but their
friends. But he keeps them engaged. He forces
the students to learn for themselves. He has them
focus on what they learn instead of what grade
they get.”

Student Tony Godfrey said that without “the

‘constant sacrifice of Mr. Ritz personally, finan-

cially, and academically, I would have had no
hope of the huge successes I have enjoyed.”
Student Sarah Odom described Ritz as “by
far the most creative and inspiring teacher at
BHS.” ;
He makes his students think outside the box.
Parent Lynda Panella said Ritz makes his stu-

HOWARD
RITZ
Teacher of the Year

|Ritz Secondary Teacher of the Year

dents “look at one point of view, then
turn it around and look at another. When
I first met him at my daughter’s fresh-
man open house, I have to admit that I
had more than a few trepidations as he
talked about constantly playing devil’s
advocate to his students to make them
think for themselves and how not to, in
his words, ‘believe anything I say, in-
cluding this.”” But, she could see his
passion for debate “and the desire to
challenge young minds and try to help
them reach their full potential.”

Panella said Ritz turned a “very
soft spoken and certainly not argumen-
tative” girl (Her daughter) into a woman with “tre-
mendous self confidence that she didn’t have be-
fore debate.”

Lynda Panella now volunteers at debate tour-
naments, and says she can see Ritz’ “humor (al-
beit offbeat), his ability to connect with the stu-
dents, and his knack for being able to give con~
structive criticism and have students respond to
it, which is quite difficult for teenagers to take.
I’ve also seen the great pride he has when a stu-
dent wins a big debate and the anguish he feels
when they lose, but in either case, he’s there with

"an encouraging word and a pat on the back.”

Fellow nominee Seth Reeves said Ritz “isa
treasure, a one-of-a-kind. He .puts his all into
helping ‘his students learn and he does so with
an incredible amount of humor and heart.”

* Ritz joined the BHS staff seven years ago

“Before this, I started teaching in Rio Vista
under Blair Lybbert, a longtime resident of Bur-
leson who used to teach debate and was an as-
sistant principal at BHS,” Ritz said. “I owe my
love for debate and academlc competition to
him.”

Ritz attended Arlington Bxble ColIege where
he majored in Bible with a minor in education,
and the University of Texas at Arlington where
he earned his teaching certificate and graduated
with a bachelor of science degree. .

He has two daughters, 33-year-old Stephanie

Ritz and 30-year-old Bethany. Ritz Rower.

Shayne Archer said Ritz “makes working at
BHS fun.” »

Coach Anderson said that Ritz “always has
a great smile and a comeback.”

The extra time and effort that the honoree
puts into his students is noticed by fellow teach-
ers, administrators, parents, and students.

“He works an untold number of hours for
our kids,” Robin Allard said. “He puts their needs
before his own. He inspires them to achieve more
than they see themselves being able to.”




